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LOCAL EMERGENCY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Special Meeting

Region IV

OES Headquarters

3650 Schriever Avenue

Mather, CA

Tuesday October 19, 2004

9:30 – 12:00

MINUTES

1. Chairperson Dennis Fields called the Region IV Local Emergency Planning Committee  (LEPC) meeting to order at 10:00 on October 19, 2004.  He welcomed everyone, and introductions were held.  There were enough members present for a quorum.


REGION IV LEPC Members present:



Dennis Fields  (Chair)


San Joaquin County OES (AA)



Dennis Bitters



Ripon Fire  (Fire)



Janis Heple



UC Davis  (Education)


Loni Howard



Sutter General Hospital (Hospital)


Robert McGill



Aerojet  (Industry)


David Steele (alt)


Sacramento Co. Environmental (CUPA)

Rod Rodriguez (alt)


Placer Co. OES (Civil Defense)

Teresa Stahl



Sacramento Co. OES (Emergency Management)

Don Nelson



Placer Co. OES (CAER)


Randy May



American Red Cross (First Aid)


Troy Abney



Calif. Highway Patrol (Law)







REGION IV LEPC Members not present:


Mike Boitano



Agriculture


Chris Martin



Transportation


Walter Jukes



Health


Arthur Anderson


Law


Paul Penn



Local Environment


Anita Yoder



Media


Others present:


Terry Bullock



Calaveras Co. 




Lynne Olson



Amador Co. OES




Mike Boyle



Placer Co. OES




Kelvin Yamada


CDHS




Roger Ince



America Red Cross




Ivan Rodriguez


DTSC




Clay Carter



Sac City Fire




Mark Wells



Sac Metro Fire




Charles Wynne


State OES Inland




Deni Gray



OES HazMat


Jerilyn Peterson


OES Inland Region
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Others present, cont.

Marsha Esparza


OES Inland Region




Mark Johnson



OES Radiological Unit




Bill Potter



OES Radiological Unit

2. Approval of August 17, 2004 Minutes
Dennis Fields asked the committee to review the LEPC Minutes of August 17, 2004.  Randy May motioned to approve the LEPC Minutes of August 17, 2004.  Teresa Stahl seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

3.
Correspondence

JeriLyn reported only correspondence received were training related, WMD workshops etc.  The information on them were on the sign in table.  

On one of the flyers for Haz Mat instructor certification that was held a couple of years ago at Sierra College a couple of years ago.  It was a two day course and it was called NBC at the time.  Robert McGill did not think that it was the same but JeriLyn said she would follow up and inquire with CSTI.

4.
Radiological Presentation

Dennis Fields introduced Mark Johnson with the OES Radiological Unit.  Mark began by stating that he had been requested to provide a presentation on radiological survey meters and how they relate to FIRESCOPE and Haz Mat Team typing.  A summary of the slide show and another document providing federal, state and local responsibilities during a radiological incident were distributed to the group.  Mark said the presentation was constructed to give an overview of the California Radiological Emergency Preparedness Program (CALREP Program).  The CALREP Program identifies how state agencies will come together to assist other state agencies and local government in the event of a radiological emergency.  Mark reviewed the various state agencies that would be involved with a radiological response and the federal agencies as well.  Mark discussed nuclear power plants, WIPP shipments, nuclear transportation and radiological emergency response.  Mark also explained how the CALREP program tied in with other state plans required by federal regulation and the Federal Response Plan. 

Bill Potter, OES Radiological Unit stated the Department of Energy (DOE) had created a program to ship all transuranic waste from it’s laboratories and, in California, Lawrence Livermore Lab had already begun shipments to the WIPP site in Carlsbad, New Mexico. It was pointed out that the WIPP shipments would directly impact Region IV County’s because the main routes were Interstate 580 and Interstate 5.  The OES Radiological Unit’s current focus has been centered on coordinating, equipping and training first responders along the routes.  Merced County is the only OA that still needed to be equipped.   Bill said this program is being used by the Department of Energy as a ‘Model Program’ for the spent nuclear fuel shipments that will begin in 6 or 7 years.  Those shipments will be rail shipments and will pass through many Region IV OA’s.  Mark went on to discuss radiological emergencies and response.  If local government were to request assistance from the state on a radiological incident through the Warning Center the Department of Health Services would be the lead agency and provide assistance by dispatching a CREST (California Radiological Emergency Strike Team). Mark emphasized that the team is provided to local government to enhance and blend with local government teams, not take over the incident.  Robert McGill asked, if there is a team on scene and a CREST showed up, would it be a team to itself?  Would it set up a second decontamination, be a second entry team etc.?  Mark said that it would be organized which ever way local government wanted to set it up.  They do not take over, CREST is there to fill any gaps that local government may have in radiological response.  Mark went on to talk about FIRESCOPE and team typing and instrumentation and how it relates to team typing.  Type III teams are required to have the survey meter gamma, type two teams are required to have the survey meter gamma and beta, and type I teams are required to have alpha beta capabilities along with radio nuclei detection capabilities.  Mark deferred to Bill Potter to speak further on radiological instruments and new requirements.  

Bill said the most familiar instrument that has been distributed and used for years is the Ludlum instrument.  The probe meets almost all of the requirements except for some new energy conversions that are listed, they exceed what the Ludlum instruments can do.  The OES Radiation Unit has been moving towards and distributing for utilization the Inspector Device which has been handed out for the WIPP program.  It meets all of the Ludlum instrument capabilities but it is less sensitive to some sources of radiation.  Bill explained to the group that the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) has come out with new standards for radiation detection equipment for OHS.  Bill talked about the vulnerabilities and limitations of the equipment and some new requirements.  A new requirement is that there must be alarm capability on detection systems, another new requirement is radio nuclei detection.  Janis Heple asked who these new requirements are from, ANSI or FIRESCOPE.  Bill stated these were FIRESCOPE requirements for Type I Teams.  He went on to say the new radio nuclei instruments are state of the art and will cost 10 to 15k and should be calibrated every year.  The instrument has the capability to detect the presence of and also type the radioactive material, they contain a library of all gamma energies.

Bill reiterated that they are very expensive but invaluable for response.  There are different types commercially available and easy to use after training.  DHS CREST teams have two or three different types so they are not limited by technology in response.  Kelvin Yamada asked if  the Radialogical Unit had been coordinating training between local response teams and CREST along the WIPP routes for better response coordination.  They had not trained to that level yet, they’ve been providing SEMS training and Mutual Aid and how to activate a CREST.  Don Nelson asked about CST teams and their capabilities.  Bill said they have state of the art equipment also.  The group asked several more questions regarding calibration and training and there was discussion.  Bill went on to discuss new requirements for dosimeters and that they must also be alarmed.  A Ludlum instrument was brought in for demonstration and discussion, that concluded the Radiological Unit presentation.

5.
Meeting Calendar

Dennis Fields said that the committee changed the meeting dates to every other month last year, if the committee sticks to that schedule then this would be the last meeting until February 2005.  Dennis proposed that we change the meeting calendar due to special meetings needing to be called because of a lot of activity during this time.  The group agreed that due to grants and various deadlines that the LEPC should change the meetings to each month.  Janis Heple made the motion that the new LEPC schedule begin immediately.  A December meeting will be held the first Tuesday of December specifically for training grant discussion and January and September meetings will not take place. 

6.
HMEP Grant  - El Dorado County

El Dorado not present due to local emergency, Fred Fire and slides.  HMEP Grant in the amount of $63,320.00.   

7.
Subcommittee Reports.

· AAs  - Dennis Fields- Dennis reported an Administering Agency (AA) meeting was held last month.  Fed EPA came to San Joaquin and gave an outline of the US EPA Region IX Oil Spill Plan.  Dennis distributed ‘roles and responsibilities’ for federal and state agencies to the AA.  The AA also discussed Federal RMP  and chlorine safety issues as well.  Next meeting was going to be held on December 7th but will be changed (January 4) due to the LEPC conflict.  Dennis noted that the AA meetings have been more productive lately as we are seeing more attendance and participation.  Al Fischer told Dennis that Mary Westly was the contact for any RMP questions.  Dennis also mentioned that Tom Ridge, Office of Homeland Security, was considering removing placards from shipments and that there was an open comment period.  

· CAER – Don Nelson – Dennis asked Rod if Don left anything for CAER report.  There was no report.
· CUPA – David Steele – Dave reported the most important announcement is they (Sacramento County) are moments away from having their entire database of hazardous waste facilities, sites and plans on CD for distribution to Fire Departments and other agencies.  No Regional CUPA news other than the CUPA conference February 7 – 10, 2005.  
· Executive – Dennis Fields  - No report
· Equipment and Training – Dennis Bitters – Dennis stated that there were 39 in attendance at the Haz Mat Assistant Safety Officer course held in Ripon last month.  There were mixed reviews from excellent to poor.  He thought it was a great class.  Dennis said that there are continuing rumors about the possibility of the HazMat Assistant Safety Officer course being added to the CSTI Outreach Program.  He stated that his agency has sent requests to CSTI for confirmation but has not received clarification on this issue.  The Hospital Decontamination (December) course has been opened up to all regions in order to keep the course from being cancelled.  CSTI has distributed the new training course availability from CSTI which will need to be decided by December 25.  JeriLyn suggested a letter to OA’s, and response agencies asking for the top 3 priorities for their departments.  All agreed that the surveys should be back to OES by December 1.  Dennis discussed type I teams and that there used to be 62 teams but due to the new typing he doesn’t think there are any.  The committee agreed to host a Region IV HazMat team meeting after and separate from the December 7th LEPC meeting in order to gather training concerns and other issues regarding meeting the new FIRESCOPE Team Typing standards.  Dennis said that he inquired with Jim Marquis, OES Assistant Fire Chief, about the standardized equipment list referenced in the FOG manual which he cannot locate.  Jim did not know where to find the list either.  They are working on clarifying this new information.  
Janis Heple asked for a letter of support from Region IV LEPC for this next grant phase of ’05-10’ for her training program.  They have funding and would like to set up classes in our Region.  Dennis Bitters advised that we should support this training effort and made motion to draft a letter of support for Janis.  Teresa Stahl seconded the motion and the motion was passed unanimously.
· Membership – Chris Martin – No Report


JeriLyn Peterson introduced Roger Sigtermans the new Region II Staff to LEPC.  He will replace Len Miller beginning January 1, 2005.

8.
Membership Renewal
JeriLyn reported that Troy Abney informed her that Chief Anderson would be resigning as Law Enforcement LEPC Rep. and that he would assume the role as primary representative for Law Enforcement.  A nomination form and request for a resignation letter have been sent.

9. OES Staff Reports.  

JeriLyn announced that Grace Koch has been appointed Deputy Director and Tina Curry was appointed Chief of Staff.  The SERC Meeting that was set for December 14, has been postponed but the Executive Staff would like to hold the meeting sometime in the first quarter.  Spill Notification Booklets have now been completed and a comment period is now open, the booklet is available for review on the OES website.  JeriLyn reported that OES staff was still deployed to Florida for recovery assistance to the hurricanes and also deployed to El Dorado County due to the Fred’s Fire and mudslides.  

10. Proposed Agenda Items for next Meeting

DTSC review of roadside clean up funding 

Training survey

11. Public Comments

12. Next Meeting  - December 7, 2004, 0930 hours.
OES HQ

3650 Schriever Avenue

Mather, CA  95655




13. 
Adjournment  
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