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10:00 am – 12:30 pm

MEETING SUMMARY

I. Welcome and Introductions


John Anderson welcomed everyone to the MARAC IV meeting on April 8, 2004.  

II.
OES Updates 

John Anderson talked about the CESA-IR Public/Private Sector Workshop, that will be held on April 12 and 13, 2004,  in the Multi-Purpose Room at OES Headquarters.  To register, call Nancy Ballard of Modoc County, or email John and he will forward it to Nancy. 

John also said, that the federal Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has released the final Initial Strategy Implementation Plan (ISIP).  Referred to in the Grant Guide for Local Governments as the Program Narrative and Budget Worksheet.  Applications for the FY04 Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) and Urban Areas Security Initiative (UASI) must include this ISIP. To facilitate the completion of the ISIP, the federal DHS/ODP will offer a 2- day training workshop  on April 26 and 27, here at the OES Multi-purpose Room.  To register or ask questions about the training workshop, call the OES grant Management Section at (916) 845-8110 or send an e-mail to Grant.Managemente@oes.ca.gov
Charlie Wynne talked about the Disaster Recovery and Mitigation Training.  OES is providing a  series of courses designed to assist you in maximizing state and federal disaster assistance funding and services for your department or community following a disaster. These courses will be held in Sacramento, Fresno and Red Bluff. See OES’ Website: www.oes.ca.gov for more information, including location and dates.

Introductions took place.
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MARAC Attendees:



Lin McNamara

CA Conservation Corps



Adam Sutkus


GO SERV



Marnie Green


CA Dept. Food and Ag



Rita Witucki


CA Dept. Food and Ag



Melanie Swartz

CA Dept. Food and Ag



Kent Fowler


CA Dept. Food and Ag



Victor Velez


CA Dept. Food and Ag.



Roger Olson


U.S. Bureau of Reclamation



Anne Bybee


Emergency Medical SA



Margie Glaviano

CA Dept. Social Service



Bill Vogel


CA Dept. Social Service


Kim Planck


American Red Cross

Roger Rince


American Red Cross

Terry Bullock


Calaveras County OES

Bill Wennhold


Calaveras County OES


Dennis Cassella

Nevada County OES

Don Nelson


Placer County OES

Teresa Stahl


Sacramento County OES

Angie Shook


Sacramento City OES

Gary Hinshaw


Stanislaus County OES

Russ Richards


Stanislaus County OES

Todd Crawford

El Dorado Sheriff/ OES

Michael Cockrell

San Joaquin County OES

Lynne Olson


Amador County OES

Randy Linthicum

San Joaquin EMS

Carolyn Faland

Sac. Co. Dept Health & Human Service

Wynn Latta


Sacramento Metro Fire

Mike Laughlin


Folsom Police Dept.

Jim Fitzpatrick

CA State Parks

Todd Thames


CA State Parks

Kathy Hoxsie


National Weather Services

Neil Honeycutt

State OES Fire

Glenn Cadman

State OES

Larry Mitcham

State OES

Donna Anderson

State OES



Jerry Kopp


State OES



MaryAnn Johnson

State OES

Deborah Moultrie

State OES.

Bill Pennington

State OES

Charlie Simpson

State OES Law 

John Anderson

State OES I.R.

Rod Heidemann

State OES IR 

Brenna Howell

State OES IR

Marsha Esparza

State OES IR

Marlo Brush

State OES IR

Dennis Cassella

Nevada County OES

Don Nelson


Placer County OES

Teresa Stahl


Sacramento County OES

Angie Shook


Sacramento City OES

Gary Hinshaw


Stanislaus County OES

Russ Richards


Stanislaus County OES
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III.
04 Grant Updates


There is no presentation on the 04 Grants, however, Jerry Kopp and Donna, Anderson, PTAB,  reported on other issues.  Jerry Kopp said that they have finished  up loading the final Initial State Implementation Plan (ISIP)  to the  Data Base and also on the OES web page.  The State Strategy for Homeland Security is the guideline for grants and funding in the future.  


Jerry also explained the ODP Homeland Security Data Review Project.  There were problems with the keying in, of the Assessment data to the ODP Data Collection Tool.  Because of the rush, there was no time to have much  quality control.  ODP wants this done now, so OES has between April and September 2004, to complete it.   ODP will provide glaring inconsistencies and OES PTAB will work with the regions to clear up the inconsistencies.  OES will also make the changes on the database.  ODP and OES had different perceptions and a lot of the quarries ODP were asking for, were not that clear.  This will be a chance to make thing clearer.   The validations of the data will not hold up funding.

Donna Anderson elaborated more on the ODP Homeland Security Data Review Project.  She also explained how critical it is to attend the two-day Training Workshop on the completion of the ISIP.  
IV. Fire Season Updates

Neil Honeycutt spoke in place of Jim Marquis on the Fire Season Updates.   Neil began by explaining that California has the best fire weather forecast in the nation.  Based on information, historical data, weather pattern, fuel patterns and other patterns that is processed to give the best picture they can.  Their percent range on predictions is 60 per cent.   He reported that spring weather in Northern Calif. is near normal.  Region VI and Region IV, along the Sierras, all the way to the Oregon borders, is above normal.  Snow damage in North Calif., due to the weight of the snow, killed a lot of fuel.  There is a higher fuel loading with debris and litter.  Timber fatalility contributes to fire behavior.

At the 3,000 feet level fire season will begin earlier, due to north winds and a drying pattern in the month of March.  Before March, the snow pack was at 130 per cent of normal.  We had the warmest March in history.  This dropped the snow pack to below 75 per cent.  This all leads to an early and substantial fire season.  In San Bernardino and Riverside Counties due to Bark Beatle and in the bay area, sudden Oak Death Syndrome, makes for a really, high potentials of fuel.  

The Governor Office is expecting to see more changes and the report from the Blue Ribbon Commission, due out this week, will be giving more directions from federal state and local levels. to assist people in trying to make some changes.   At the federal level it will means better coordination and additional resources.  At the state level, OES is to continue their role in operations and coordination.   And to free money in areas where they expect to have extreme fire and weather forecasts.  At the local level, more prevention and mitigation programs are needed.  Without a budget this will be a real expensive proposition.    

Charles Wynne mentioned that San Bernardino had a great evacuation plan, which really saved them during their big fire.  He encourages every county to have an Evacuation Plan and also to exercise the plan.    After Action Plan provide suggestions for improvements.  The changes must be implanted.  

r 
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V.
Exotic Newcastle Disease Presentation




Dr Victor Velez, CDFA, first explained what Exotic Newcastle Disease is.  He then provided a 15-minute video of a demonstration of an Exotic Newcastle Disease Event that explains how to respond to an emergency.  The tape first talks about the disease, then the outbreak of the disease and then procedures on how to use precautions while you are dealing with the disease and how to eliminate the disease at the location of the outbreak. 



Dr. Velez then provided a Power Point Presentation that gave the Description of END and the history of the disease in California.  It explained the signs of the disease and how it is transmitted.  It told how the virus survives, and lastly how to reduce risks of introducing the Newcastle disease.  

VI.
West Nile Virus Update


Dr. Mark Novak, DHS, first explained that this is a mosquito-bourne virus that is normally transmitted between mosquitoes and wild birds.  Occasionally other animal, such as horses and humans, can get the virus directly from mosquitoes.  Horses have a 30% mortality rate with the infection.  Only 20 % of humans infected will realize they have the virus.  They might show symptoms of fever, headache, and body ache and occasionally skin rash.  Less than one % of humans will get severe symptoms that can include permanent neurological damage and even death.



In 1999, the virus was first detected in New York City and caused approximately 50 cases within the first three years.  The disease broke out of the North- east United Stated and it spread rapidly.  In 2002 there were over 4,000 human cases reported including over 250 deaths.    It more than doubled last year and today there have been over 13,000 cases with 533 deaths.  California has just this year, been infected with WNV.  As of 2003 there has been over 4,000 Equine cases.  There is now a vaccination for horses.



WNV Surveillance in the United State in 2003 revealed that almost 74,000 dead birds reported.  Of the 12,000 birds tested, 11,597 had WNV.  Surveillance on WNV was initiated in California in 2000.  This involved dead bird testing, sentinel chicken testing, and mosquito testing.    Encephalitis Case Surveillance has been made on humans, Equine, and Ratite.   



The months of a mosquito’s life ranges from the middle of June to October.  At the peak in August 2003, there were 1200 human cases.  2004 is expected to be worse.  

Not on the Agenda

John Anderson introduced Bill Pennington, from Telecommunications Branch, who distributed packets for each OA on “Interoperability” to help with the development of their Interoperable Communications Plans to qualify for the grant money. Bill explained that the Plan should address: the building, upgrading/enhancing, replacing, maintaining, training, and managing public safety communications projects.   The definition of   Interoperability is  “the ability of public safety service and support providers to talk with each other via voice and data on demand, in real time, when needed and when authorized.  It does not mean the ability to talk to everyone all of the time.”  

Bill briefed the group on the packet.  He also brought the “Santa Luisa Operational Area” Emergency Communications Development Plan as a guide. Bill said he would be available to answer any questions regarding his packet.
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VII.     Ambulance Strike Team


Anne Bybee, EMSA, gave a presentation on the development and coordination of the Ambulance Strike Team.  The guidelines were drafted in December 2002, and the Emergency Medical Services Commission adopted them in June 2003.  The Guidelines are now available on the EMSA website: www.emsa.ca.gov.  The California Ambulance Strike Team (AST) in being developed to create an organized response for ambulances, and to address medical communications shortfalls.  There is no radio frequency for medical response in emergencies.   A Strike Team consists of five of the same type/kind of ALS or BLS.  There is a leader and a leader support unit.  They are self-sufficient for up to 72 hours.   The Strike Team mirrors those of the Fire Services Strike Team.

Ambulance Strike Teams are to be used from region to region and on incidents that have long-term response, such as an earthquake.  A 20-car pile up incident would be over before a strike team could be coordinated.   An AST leader is responsible for the safety and condition of personnel and equipment, coordinating movement to and from an incident, supervision of personnel and to interface with the Incident Management Team.  

The AST Committee consists of EMSA (Leader), OES, CAA, FA Fire Chiefs’ assn and EMSAAC.

The Guidelines will get approval from FIRESCOPE in the fall of 2004.  They are in the process of developing Leader Training Course.  The challenges they face are coordinating local resource management, communications (Radio frequencies), and equipment standardizing.  Reimbursement for non-federal deployments will be developed later 

VIII. Adjournment and location of the next meeting

The MARAC IV Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. and the next MARAC meeting is scheduled for July 8, 2004, at OES HQ. 
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